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efficiency efforts, but should not be considered standalone alternatives to comprehensive energy efficiency 

programming. Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) funding, revolving loan programs, and other financing 

vehicles are a complementary element of comprehensive energy efficiency programs, and generally will not have 

substantial uptake in the absence of the other program elements. Financing alone will not capture all cost-effective 

energy efficiency, and will not deliver the same results as well-designed energy efficiency programs with the 

necessary increases in SBC revenue. If RGGI auction proceeds increase as they are forecast to, the SBC increase may 

be offset somewhat. 
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New Hampshire may be able to leverage existing efficiency loan programs in Massachusetts if participating banks 

operate in both states. The Straw Proposal also references the Warehouse for Energy Efficiency Loans (WHEEL). 

WHEEL generally requires a large amount of capital to get started and has had mixed success reselling. Acadia Center 

believes it may be more effective for the efficiency program administrators to work directly with local banks and 

credit unions, as Eversource has successfully done in Massachusetts. 

EERS Administration- We support the recommendation to further strengthen to role of the stakeholders as a 

consultative body. We recommend establishing a stakeholder council. with the ability to retain efficiency expert 

advisors, to oversee and guide the development of statewide energy savings targets, and ensure the program 

administrators are pursuing all cost-effective energy efficiency that is cheaper than supply. The stakeholder council 

would serve as an advisory body throughout the planning and implementation phases and include key parties who 

are engaged in energy policy in the state. Ideally, council decisions would be consensus-based and informed by 

objective analysis and would lead to efficiency plans, with recommended yearly savings targets, presented to the 

NHPUC with substantive differences resolved prior to the docket process. Three states at the top of the American 
Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy's 2013 State Energy Efficiency Scorecard- Massachusetts (#1), Connecticut 

(#5), and Rhode Island (#6) - have efficiency stakeholder councils in place that could serve as a model. 

Evaluation, Monitoring and Verification of the EERS - The Straw Proposal concludes that "through the use ofthird­

party evaluators, selected and reporting directly to state counterparts, appropriate tracking and evaluation ofutility 

programs can be accomplished." We concur that utilities should not have sole responsibility for program evaluation. 

As a smaller state, New Hampshire could seek joint evaluation with neighboring states to minimize costs wherever 

possible, with oversight from the PUC. Alternatively, the utilities could have some oversight of programs in 

consultation with the stakeholder board, as is done in Connecticut and Rhode Island, or some combination of the two. 

In conclusion, the Commission has proposed a strong framework for creating an Energy Efficiency Resource Standard 

in the state. We look forward to working with the Commission and other stakeholders in strengthening the proposal 

in order to achieve the greatest benefits for New Hampshire. 

Sincerely, 
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